
 

industry, pesticides, waste disposal, and 
land consumption. At the same time, the 
soil remains the foundation of our life 
as it is where food and renewable raw 
materials are produced. The protection 
of soils as well as their pollution control 
are therefore greatly important. 
The diversity of the Lungau landscapes 
is also reflected beneath our feet: in the 
soil, the foundation of our lives!

Lorenc and Agnes are the names of the 
two parade giants from Matadepera 
in Spain – the partner community of 
Mariapfarr.

In 2010 it has been registered as 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Austria.

Before industrialization, life in the 
Lungau region was largely shaped by 
farming. The seasons, the climate, and 
the qualities of the soil determined 
people’s way of life and income. Today, 
only a few percent of the population in 
the Lungau region are still involved in 
agriculture. 

All over the world, soils have been 
polluted in many ways, by traffic, 

In Catholic countries in Europe, it has 
been a traditional practise since the late 
Middle Ages to carry figures symbolizing 
heroic characters from biblical narratives 
in the processions that formed around 
the Feast of Corpus Christi. This was 
done in order to glorify these parades.

Samson has been one of these 
legendary characters. He is an Old 
Testament figure from the Book of 
Judges and represents the struggle 
of the Jews against the Philistines. As 
the legend tells, he slew a thousand 
Philistines at Lehi with a donkey’s 
jawbone; for this reason, every Lungau 
Samson carries such a jawbone with 
him. In the course of time, many 
myths, legends, and assumptions 
have surrounded this giant figure. But 
since when is Samson historically 
verifiable? Here, the annual accounts 
of the Brotherhood of Corpus Christi 
of Tamsweg from 1720 to 1769, 
which, among other things, list the 
remuneration in form of meals and drinks 
for the giant figure’s carrier, have helped 
us.
There are twelve of these parade giants 
in the inner Alpine region, ten of them in 
the Salzburg Lungau region and two in 
Styria.

Undiscovered. 
Lungau.

Soils exhibit a layered structure divided into horizons.

Soil – The Basis of 
our Livelihood

Samson Mariapfarr

History of the 
Samson Parade

Giant Friendship The Giant Samson 
of Mariapfarr
• 	Height: 6.4 m including the carrier’s 			
	 legs and the helmet’s feather
• 	Weight: 93 kg
• 	First written evidence: 1935
• 	The Giant Samson of Mariapfarr has 		
	 two dwarfs as his companions.
• 	Weight of dwarfs: 23 kg (each)

Soil – Our basis of life
Water and soil

Forest and soil

What does soil do?

How is soil 
formed?

Soil and 
agriculture

Destruction of soil 
composition and 

structure

Soil and 
environmental 

toxins
Humans and soil 

consumption

Soil protection – 
What can we do?
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here!
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