
 

Soil sealing disables the exchange of 
air, gas, and water with the atmosphere 
and results in the declining of soil life. 
The cooling effect of water evaporation, 
which we can clearly feel in the forest, is 
being lost. This is why large cities exhibit 
a so-called urban heat island effect: 
in summer due to the lack of water 
evaporation, in winter due to heating.

• 	Samson parades
• 	Mother’s Day concert
• 	Palm blessing
• 	First Communion celebration
• 	St. Florian’s celebration 
	 (patron saint of firefighters)
• 	Corpus Christi 
	 (great solemnity of the Catholic Church)

Regional planning, defined as the forward-
looking and systematic design of human 
living space, is caught in a constant 
tension between private, economic, 
and ecological interests. It is not always 
possible to strike a good balance, given 
that an area equivalent to ten soccer 
fields is being converted every day in 
Austria. This corresponds to the average 
size of an Austrian farm. This trend has 
also found its way into rural areas and is 
almost entirely at the expense of arable 
land.

People and land use

Traditional Music band in Mariapfarr

Old postcards of Mariapfarr

• 	Assumption of Mary 
	 (central festive day in Mariapfarr)
• 	Harvest Festival
• 	All Saints’ Day
• 	Cecilia Mass
• 	Various concerts and 
	 entertainment events.

Soil – Our basis of life

Water and soilForest and soil
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Soil protection – 
What can we do?
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Brass band instruments 
are generally grouped 
into:

Annual parades of the bandThe music band is an important pillar 
of regional folk culture and customs 
and provides the musical backdrop for 
many religious celebrations. There are 15 
traditional brass bands in Lungau with 
over 750 musicians. The brass band has 
its roots in military music and is the only 
type of music that can be played while 
marching. 

• woodwinds
• brass instruments
• percussion

The traditional music band of Mariapfarr 
was founded in 1891 by 14 musicians. 
In 2016, the Mariapfarr traditional 
music band consisting of more than  
60 active musicians celebrated its 
125th anniversary.
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Aerial image comparison 1952–2012: increase in soil sealing in Mariapfarr
in just 60 years

Undiscovered. 
Lungau.


