
 

make decisions every day that have a 
major impact on soil and environmental 
protection:

• 	Apples from the region or mangoes 			
	 from overseas?
• 	Seasonal products or strawberries all 		
	 year round?
• 	Organically or conventionally grown 		
	 food?
• 	Living in a small residential complex, 
	 a 	single-family home, or a villa?
• 	Walking, cycling, and using public 				 
	 transportation, or driving and flying?
• 	Car sharing or owning a car?

The economical and careful use of soil is 
a matter of urgency. Soil is a consumable 
resource, but there is no possibility for 
it being reproduced. Soil protection is 
in the hands of regional planning and 
municipal authorities. As local planning 
authorities, mayors therefore bear a great 
responsibility. 

Children are the key when it comes to 
raise awareness. As consumers, we 

Joseph Mohr (1792–1848), who served 
as coadjutor (assistant priest) in 
Mariapfarr from 1815 to 1817, wrote 
the lyrics to the Christmas carol “Silent 
Night! Holy Night!” here in 1816.
In addition to valuable church treasures, 
the Parish, Pilgrimage, and Silent Night 
Museum also houses a documentation 
about Joseph Mohr and his family, as 
well as about the expansion of this 
Christmas carol.
The song has been translated into over 
300 languages!

Children interacting with soil.

Soil protection - 
what can we do?

Silent night - The christmas carol
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You are 
here!
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Christmas stamp from Mariapfarr –

Image of the altarpiece of Mariapfarr church

Mariapfarr is the cradle of the 
lyrics of the world-famous 
song “Silent Night”.

Undiscovered. 
Lungau.


