
 

Among the various soil types, moors are 
the best water reservoirs. Their volume 
consists of up to 80–90% of water. This 
means that they play an important role 
in buffering flood peaks.

•  0.5 billion people suffer from severe 		
	 water shortages all year round.

The water supply of Mariapfarr, St. 
Andrä to Tamsweg/Zinnsbrücke has 
been organized by the population 
itself for more than 50 years and is 
being managed in the form of a water 
association.

All the necessary infrastructure is 
financed and maintained by this 

All the water on Earth moves in a 
constant cycle which is regulated by the 
soil. Water evaporates via land, seas, 
and lakes and returns to the Earth’s 
surface as rain, snow, and fog. There it 
is absorbed, stored, and filtered by the 
soil and returns to lakes and seas via 
groundwater and springs.
Soils rich in clay and humus can store 
particularly large amounts of water. 

When you look at our planet from outer 
space, you see a blue planet dominated 
by the color of the oceans. However, 
only a very small proportion of the water 
(approx. 3.5%) is suitable for drinking, 
irrigation, and human sanitation.    

•  4 billion people, or two-thirds of 				  
	 the world’s population, do not have 			
	 sufficient water for at least one month  
	 of the year.
• 	1.8 to 2.9 billion people suffer from  
	 severe water shortages for 4 to 6  
	 months of the year.

Water and Soil

Water – The Source of all Life!

Peat soils are the best water reservoirs.

association through the water rates paid 
by its members. In the background of 
this site, you can see the Ulnötz water 
basin, which supplies a large part of the 
districts of Bruckdorf and Althofen with 
fresh spring water.

Soil – Our basis of life

Water and soil

Forest and soil

What does soil do?

How is soil 
formed?

Soil and 
agriculture

Destruction of soil 
composition and 

structure

Soil and 
environmental 

toxins
Humans and soil 

consumption

Soil protection – 
What can we do?
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You are 
here!
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Ocean
Lake

Condensation

Surface runoff

Percolation through 
rock and soil

Precipitation over 
saltwater: 458,000 

km³/year

Precipitation over land: 
119,000 km³/year

Water vapor over the oceans 
transported by air masses 

over land: 44,800 km³/year

Groundwater level

Groundwater flow

Flow of freshwater to saltwater: 42,600 km³/year

The water cycle

Undiscovered. 
Lungau.


