Kasmandl

It Is a long-standing tradition that the
dairymen and farmers leave thelir alpine
huts for good on St. Martin’s Day on
November 11 and do not return until
April 24, St. George’s Day. During this
long winter break, the small, dwarf-

like Kasmandl use the huts as their
winter quarters. As a thank-you for their
protecting the dairy cows during the
alpine summer, and as a kind teaser to
do so again during the following summer,
they find a little food and firewood In
the huts. Angry Kasmandl might scare
the cows. They were also called “Der
unheimliche Almraunzl” (the eerie alpine
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gnome), “Das Huttenwaberl” (the hut
wizard) or “Die Winterschwoagerin” (the
winter sister).

These superstitious believes gave rise to
the custom of Kasmandlgehen. On the
eve of St. Martin’s Day, children dressed
up as Kasmand| go from house to house
reciting poems, singing alpine songs,
and sharing alpine specialties with the
people.

This children’s custom can be found

In the Lungau region, but also in the
neighboring Ennstal valley and in the
area of the high plateau of Ramsau.

P e

Forest and Soll

T T

A Kasmand| group consists of the
following characters::

e skull bearer (light bearer)
e bell bearer

e dairymaid

¢ herdsman

e Kasmand|

e Kasmandl dwarf

e pull

e farmer

e farmer’s wife

Exemplary Poem for a
Kasmandi

(always versed as dialect poetry)

[ am a Kasmandl, poor and small,
oh dear!

All alone on the alp, full of fear.
[t's cold in the hut, there’s
nothing left to eat, the dairymaid
did not leave any treat.

She has completely forgotten
about me, poor little picture of
misery!
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Half of the mountainous region of
Salzburg is covered with forest, which
protects populated zones from rockfalls,
mudslides, avalanches, and the solil from
erosion. To preserve the soll, timber
harvesting should only take place when
the ground is dry or frozen, and heavy
machinery is exclusively used on forest
roads and skidder tralls.

The natural regeneration of the various
tree species Is particularly important
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for the forest health and adaptation

to climate change. Even though there
have been few sightings of predators
such as wolves and golden jackals in the
Lungau region, the populations of roe
deer and red deer must still be regulated
by humans. Hunting and forestry in
combination bear a special responsibility
for the preservation of healthy mixed
forests and forest soills.

‘ Soil — Our basis of life

Water and soil ‘

Soil protection —
What can we do?

Salzburger

|_ungau

A forest soil from a mixed forest with a thick mineral
humus horizon.
The red spots indicate temporary waterlogging.
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