Mariapfarr s Riflemen

The Historic Riflemen
Company of Mariapfarr

The first documented mention of a
rifle company in Mariapfarr dates back
to 1772, when Hieronymus Count of
Colloredo was elected Archbishop of

Salzburg. Between April 22 and 25, 1772,

he moved from Gurk to Salzburg. On
April 24, he traveled through the Lungau
region. In Mariapfarr, 52 riflemen were
called up under the two commandants
Amerosl| and Hofbauer to condignly
welcome the archbishop.

The author and topographer Ignaz von
Kursinger mentioned the Mariapfarr
riflemen company in 1846 when he was
present at a Corpus Christi procession.
During the great local fire in September
1854, the entire equipment, including
the rifles, was destroyed by the flames.
After this destructive event, things
quieted down for the riflemen In
Mariapfarr.

In the 1930s, the desire to reestablish

a riflemen company in Mariapfarr arose
again. Probably due to the difficult
economic times back then, and later as
a consequence of the turmoll of World
War Il, the reestablishment was further
delayed. It iIs noteworthy, however,

that statutes for a shooting guild of
“Marienpichl” from 1944 have been
preserved.

Upon the initiative of Alois Lankmayer,
owner of the Thomalwirt inn In
Mariapfarr back then, the decision to
reestablish the company was made on
Fellowship Day in 1967.

\What does soil do?

On May 24, 1970, the historic riflemen
company was presented at its founding
celebration in UInotz.

The appearance of today’s uniform is
similar to that worn before the great
local fire.

The company currently consists of
around 50 members and four market
women.

The soll is not just there, insignificantly.
It “works” for us day and night without
asking for anything in return. Only If
we treat it badly or even exploit it, the
soll can no longer fully fulfill certain
functions which are essential for the
Earth’'s ecosystem:
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e habitat for humans, animals, plants,
and soll biota

e filtering and storing of water

e filtering of pollutants

e pbase for agriculture, forestry,
settlement, and transportation

e archiving of evidence from earlier
ages and cultures

e raw material deposit
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