Faster customs in Lungau

Easter Bonfires in Lungau

In pre-Christian times already, people
it fires In honor of the goddess Ostara
and paid homage to her with a specific
festival of light. In 739, St. Boniface
reported on the Easter fires of the
Germanic tribes, whose customs he
tried to eradicate with great zeal. From
this time onwards, the Catholic Church
sanctified the Easter bonfire and thus
gave It a Christian character. The custom
of Easter fires has been preserved

up to this day. The Lungau region is
known for its Easter fires. These are
usually constructed as impressive

wooden towers built from thick logs or
alternatively as large piles of brushwood.
All the young people of a village help
with this spring custom to mount, year
after year, a particularly magnificent
Easter bonfire.

Historical facts about the

Lungau Easter Fire

The following allegedly true story is also
linked to these Lungau Easter bonfires:
When the French invaded the Lungau
region in 1797, they were so surprised by
the loud firecrackers and blazing Easter

Soll and agriculture

fires on the hills in the night of Holy
Saturday that they believed themselves
to be encircled and trapped by enemies.
They fled helter-skelter.

Palm Bouquets

Palm processions on Palm Sunday have
been documented since the 7th century.
They commemorate Jesus Christ’s entry
iInto Jerusalem.

The church’s blessing of the branches
has been documented in Europe since
the 9th century. In Central Europe, the
original branches of homage became
“blessing branches” through popular
iInterpretation. In the Lungau region,

the branches of the goat willow with
their catkins were used in the Palm
processions symbolizing the “palms.”
Until the 1960s, only the heirs to the
farms carried the large, decorated willow
branch bouquets to church; men often
had only one twig on their hats, and
women and girls carried a small bouquet
INn their hands. Today, the traditional
palm bouqguets are mainly carried by
boys and young men.

The industrialization of economic
processes In the 19th century affected
agriculture as well, albeit with a time
lag. Unfortunately, in addition to yields,
soll and environmental pollution also
increased. Too much mineral fertilizer,
too many pesticides, too heavy
machinery, the exploitation of the
cultural landscape, and soill erosion are
the obvious downside of progress.
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In the land of Salzburg, sound agricultural
training and targeted subsidies have
promoted a reversal of the trend towards
environmentally friendly farming. Half

of all farms and farm land are now
organically farmed. The use of farmyard
manure and the avoidance of pesticides
protect the soil and groundwater.

l Soil — Our basis of life

Soil protection —
What can we do?
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