The Bruckdorfer Flax dryer

Flax, also known as linseed, is one of the
oldest cultivated plants!

The Old Testament of the Bible provides
us with early evidence regarding the
significance of flax. In the Proverbs of
King Solomon, there is a reference to
“the finest Egyptian linen,” and in the
“Song of the Virtuous Woman,” one
verse reads: “She seeks wool and flax
and works with willing hands...” A series
of complex processing steps turned
different parts of the raw flax plant into
linen fabrics and linseed oll.

Cultivation and processing of
the flax plant

The individual steps:

1.  Preparing the field for sowing

2. Sowing the seeds
3. Working the seeds into the soil with

a rake

4, Weeding

5. Harvesting the flax — pulling it out
of the ground with its roots

6. Binding the sheaves

/. The individual sheaves are collected

and mounted to bundles and left in
the field to dry for several weeks.

8. The seed capsules are removed with
a riffle.

9. The seed capsules are threshed with
a rake and further processed Iin an

oill mill.

10. The flax (height: approx. 190 cm) Is
spread out again on a harvested
field and remains there until late
autumn.

11. Bringing the flax into the barn and
storing it until late summer of the
following year.

12. The scutching shed was heated
for days to warm the flax and make
It brittle and fragile. The Bruckdorf
scutching shed was located In
the so-called "Schearmoos™ -
today’s industrial area in Bruckdorf
(Villa, Lungaudach, Lungaubau).

13. Breaking the flax

14. Heckling the fibers

15. Spinning the fibers into yarn

16. Only then did the equally laborious
process of linen production begin.
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The growing and processing of flax was
a task that required many hands. For
this reason, common flax drying facilities
(“Flachsdorren”) were established in the
various villages.

Flax had been cultivated and processed
In Lungau for many centuries and was
actually one of the most important
crops. Clothing, cloths, tablecloths,

bed linen, ropes, and even altar cloths

— S0 many articles of daily use were
made from flax, so this plant was an
iIndispensable part of everyday life.
About 60 years ago, flax was harvested
and processed for the last time in
Lungau. Since then, the memory of

the laborious and hard work of flax
processing has been carefully preserved
and maintained in the few remaining
scutching huts, weighing huts, as well as
IN many field names.

Fine linen was called “Harbane Leinen,”
while coarse linen was called “Rupferne”.
In earlier times, the complex and
essential production of linen products
was only possible with the participation
of many within the village community.
For this reason, areas and huts were
created In many places to process
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and store the flax. The “Waaghutte” in
Bruckdorf is one such building preserved
from times gone by.
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